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AX  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  VASSAR  FEMALE  COLLEGE. 

Passed  January  IStli,  1861. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York ,  represented  in  the  Senate  and  Assembly ,  do 

enact  a,s  follows : 

Section  1.  Matthew  Vassal-,  Ira  Harris,  William  Kelly, 
James  Harper,  Martin  B.  Anderson,  John  Thompson,  Edward 
Lathrop,  Charles  W.  Swift,  E.  L.  Magoon,  S.  M.  Buckingham, 
Milo  P.  Jewett,  Nathan  Bishop,  Matthew  Vassal-,  Jr.,  Benson 
J.  Lossing,  E.  G.  Robinson,  Samuel  F.  B.  Morse,  S.  S.  Constant, 
John  Guy  Vassal-,  William  Hague,  Rufus  Babcock,  Cornelius 
Dubois,  John  H.  Raymond,  Morgan  L.  Smith,  Cyrus  Swan, 
George  W.  Sterling,  George  T.  Pierce,  Smith  Sheldon,  Joseph  C. 
Doughty,  and  A.  L.  Allen,  are  hereby  constituted  a  body  corpo¬ 
rate,  by  the  name  of  “  Vassal-  Female  College,”  to  be  located  in 
Dutchess  county,  near  the  city  of  Poughkeepsie.  By  that  name 
the  said  corporation  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  with  power 
to  fill  vacancies  as  they  may  occur  from  time  to  tune  in  their 
board,  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to  contract  and  be  contracted  with, 
to  make  and  use  a  common  seal  and  to  alter  the  same  at  pleas¬ 
ure,  to  purchase,  take  and  hold,  by  gift,  grant  or  devise,  subject 
to  “an  Act  relating  to  wills,”  passed  April  13th,  1860,  except 
in  the  case  of  Matthew  Vassal-,  herein  named,  and  to  dispose  of, 
any  real  and  personal  property,  the  yearly  income  or  revenue  of 
which  shall  not  exceed  the  value  of  forty  thousand  dollars. 

§  2.  The  object  and  purpose  of  said  corporation  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  to  promote  the  education  of  young  women  in 
literature,  science  and  the  arts. 
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§  3.  The  college  may  grant  to  students  under  its  charge  di¬ 
plomas  or  honorary  testimonials,  in  such  form  as  it  may  desig¬ 
nate.  It  may  also  grant  and  confer  such  honors,  degrees  and 
diplomas  as  are  granted  by  any  university,  college  or  seminary 
of  learning  in  the  United  States. 

§  4.  Diplomas  granted  by  the  college  shall  entitle  the  posses¬ 
sors  to  the  immunities  and  privileges  allowed  by  usage  or  statute 
to  the  possessors  of  like  diplomas  from  any  university,  college, 
or  seminary  of  learning  in  this  State. 

§  5.  The  persons  named  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  shall 
be  the  first  trustees  of  the  said  corporation.  The  president  of 
the  college,  while  holding  office,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees. 

§  6.  Nine  trustees  shall  be  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business ;  but  no  real  estate  shall  be  bought  or  sold,  and  no 
president  or  professor  of  the  college  shall  be  appointed  or  re¬ 
moved,  except  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the 
trustees. 

§  7.  The  corporation  shall  have  all  such  powers,  and  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  such  duties  and  liabilities  as  are  applicable  to  colleges, 
and  are  specified  or  contained  in  the  second  and  fifth  articles  of 
the  first  title  of  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  first  part  of  the  re¬ 
vised  statutes,  and  in  title  third,  chapter  eighteen  of  the  same 
part  of  the  revised  statutes,  except  so  far  as  the  same  are  in¬ 
consistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

§  8.  Matthew  Vassar,  of  Poughkeepsie,  is  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  give,  grant,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the 
aforesaid  corporation,  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  or  other¬ 
wise,  any  such  portion  of  his  estate  as  he  may  choose  so  to  give, 
grant,  devise  or  bequeath,  any  existing  act  or  statute  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 


§  9.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 


PROCEEDINGS,  &c. 


Agreeably  to  public  notice,  the  first  meeting  of  the  Trustees 
of  Vassar  Female  College  was  held  at  the  Gregory  House, 
in  the  city  of  Poughkeepsie,  on  Tuesday,  the  26th  of  February, 
1861. 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  T)r.  Lathrop,  of  Hew  York  City, 
the  Board  was  organized  by  the  election  of  Hon.  William  Kel¬ 
ly,  Chairman,  and  Cyrus  Say  ax,  Secretary. 

Immediately  after  the  organization,  Matthew  Vassar,  Esq., 
the  distinguished  Founder,  submitted  a  written  statement  of 
his  views  and  Avishes,  and  presented  to  the  Trustees  the  funds 
and  securities  which  he  had  appropriated  to  the  College. 

For  Address,  see  page  12. 

When  Mr.  Vassar  had  concluded  his  address,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Hague,  of  New  York  City,  offered  the  subjoined  resolutions, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Board : 

Resolved ,  That  we,  as  Trustees,  accept  the  munificent  donation  now  present¬ 
ed  by  Matthew  Vassar,  Esq.,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  and  endowing  Vas¬ 
sar  Female  College  ; 

That  we  highly  appreciate  the  practical  wisdom,  the  patriotic  forecast,  as 
well  as  the  unparalleled  liberality,  which  prompt  him  to  devote  so  large  a  por¬ 
tion  of  his  fortune  to  this  noble  work,  while  he  yet  lives ; 

That  we  pledge  ourselves  to  use  our  best  endeavors  so  to  guard,  foster  and 
apply  these  funds  intrusted  to  us,  as  to  fulfill  his  instructions  and  to  realize  his 
beneficent  design ; 
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That  the  statement  of  Mr.  Vassar’s  views  just  submitted,  be  placed  on  the 
records  of  this  Board;  and  also,  be  engrossed  on  parchment,  and  preserved 
among  the  archives  of  the  College  forever. 

Dr.  Hague  accompanied  the  resolutions  with  appropriate  and 
eloquent  remarks — for  which  see  page  19. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Messrs.  Pierce,  Sheldon,  and  Swan 
a  committee  to  examine  the  funds,  instruments  of  conveyance, 
tfcc. 

After  due  examination,  the  committee  reported:  That  Mr. 
Vassar,  by  title-deeds  and  assignments  duly  executed,  had 
absolutely  and  unconditionally  given  and  conveyed  to  Vassar 
Female  College,  an  aggregate  of  four  hundred  and  eight  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  made  up  as  follows  : 


Real  Estate . $47,000 

Bonds  and  Mortgages .  41,500 

Railroad  Stocks .  108,500 

Bank  Stocks .  41,000 

Railroad  Bonds .  95,000 

United  States  and  State  Stocks .  75,000 


$408,000 

The  committee  pronounced  the  above  stocks  to  be  of  the 
best  class  of  productive  securities,  and  now  yielding  a  regular 
income. 

Matthew  Vassae,  Jr.,  was  chosen  Treasurer  of  the  Board. 

Milo  P.  Jewett  was  elected  President  of  the  College. 

On  nomination  of  the  Chair,  aided  by  Mr.  Vassar,  the  Stand¬ 
ing  Committees  for  the  year  were  chosen.  They  are  inserted  on 
a  preceding  page. 

Copies  of  Mr.  Vassar’s  address,  and  Dr.  Hague’s  remarks, 
were  requested  for  publication. 

The  Board  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  the  25th  of  June 
next. 

The  Grounds  given  to  the  College  (200  acres)  lie  to  the  east 
of  Poughkeepsie,  about  one  mile  distant  from  the  city  limits. 
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The  College  Edifice  is  to  be  of  brick,  with  stone  trimmings, 
three  stories  high,  with  a  Mansard  roof.  The  length  of  the 
front,  including  the  wings,  is  500  feet.  The  wings,  each  56  feet 
wide — 165  deep.  Depth  of  centre,  171  feet.  It  will  contain  a 
Chapel,  Library,  Art  Gallery,  Lecture  and  Recitation  rooms,  the 
President’s  house,  and  two  double  houses  for  four  Professors, 
apartments  for  Lady  Teachers,  Matrons,  and  the  Steward’s  fam¬ 
ily,  and  will  accommodate  300  young  ladies,  each  with  a  sepa¬ 
rate  sleeping-room.  The  building  will  be  heated  by  steam, 
lighted  with  gas,  ventilated  in  the  most  perfect  manner,  sup¬ 
plied  throughout  with  an  abundance  of  pure,  soft  water,  and 
nearly  fire-proof. 

The  cost  of  the  structure  will  be  about  $200,000.  The  archi¬ 
tect  is  J.  Renwick,  Jr.,  firm  of  Ren  wick,  Auchmuty  &  Sands, 
New  York  City.  The  work  upon  it  will  commence  the  present 
season,  and  will  be  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  is  consistent 
with  the  most  substantial  and  durable  construction,  and  with  a 
prudent  regard  to  the  present  unsettled  condition  of  the  mone¬ 
tary  affairs  of  the  country.  If  the  funds  of  the  College  should 
be  relieved  from  the  pressure  which  now  rests  on  them,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  the  best  securities  in  the  market,  it  is  expected  the 
Institution  will  open  for  the  reception  of  students  in  September, 
1863. 

The  President,  in  connection  with  the  Committee  on  the  Fac¬ 
ulty  and  Studies,  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  selecting  the 
gentlemen  and  ladies  who  shall  constitute  the  Board  of  Instruc¬ 
tion  and  Government.  The  various  positions  will  be  filled  in 
the  course  of  the  next  twelve  or  eighteen  months.  Communi¬ 
cations  on  the  subject  may  be  addressed  to  the  President. 

During  the  current  year,  the  President  will  visit  several  of 
our  Colleges  and  Universities  ;  and,  especially,  will  study  the 
systems  adopted  in  the  best  Female  Seminaries  of  the  country, 
with  a  view  of  availing  himself  of  all  that  is  excellent  in  our 
most  approved  institutions. 

WILLIAM  KELLY,  Chairman. 

C.  Swan,  Secretary. 

March  18,  1861. 


MR.  y  ASS  Airs  STATEMENT. 


I'd  the  Trustees  of  T hussar  Female  College : 

Gentlemen  : — As  my  long-cherished  purpose  to 
apply  a  large  portion  of  my  estate  to  some  benevo¬ 
lent  object  is  now  about  to  be  accomplished,  it  seems 
proper  that  I  should  submit  to  you  a  statement  of 
my  motives,  views,  and  wishes. 

it  having  pleased  God  that  I  should  have  no  di¬ 
rect  descendants  to  inherit  my  property,  it  has  long 
been  my  desire,  after  suitably  providing  for  those  of 
my  kindred  who  have  claims  on  me,  to  make  such  a 
disposition  of  my  means  as  should  best  honor  God 
and  benefit  my  fellow-men.  At  different  periods  I 
have  regarded  various  plans  with  favor,  but  these 
have  all  been  dismissed  one  after  another,  until  the 

SUBJECT  OF  ERECTING  AND  ENDOWING  A  COLLEGE  FOR 

the  education  of  young  women  was  presented  for 
my  consideration.  The  novelty,  grandeur,  and  be¬ 
nignity  of  the  idea  arrested  my  attention.  The 
more  carefully  1  examined  it,  the  more  strongly  it 
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commended  itself  to  my  judgment  and  interested 
my  feelings. 

It  occurred  to  me,  tliat  woman,  having  received 
from  her  Creator  the  same  intellectual  constitution 
as  man,  has  the  same  right  as  man  to  intellectual 
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culture  and  development. 

I  considered  that  the  mothers  of  a  country  mould 
the  character  of  its  citizens,  determine  its  institu¬ 
tions,  and  shape  its  destiny. 

Next  to  the  influence  of  the  mother,  is  that  of  the 
female  teacher,  who  is  employed  to  train  young 
children  at  a  period  when  impressions  are  most  vivid 
and  lasting. 

It  also  seemed  to  me,  that  if  woman  were  prop¬ 
erly  educated,  some  new  avenues  to  useful  and  hon¬ 
orable  employment,  in  entire  harmony  with  the 
gentleness  and  modesty  of  her  sex,  might  be  opened 
to  her. 

It  further  appeared,  there  is  not  in  our  country 
— there  is  not  in  the  world,  so  far  as  is  known — a 
single  fully-endowed  institution  for  the  education  of 
women. 

It  was  also  in  evidence,  that  for  the  last  thirty 
years,  the  standard  of  education  for  the  sex  has  been 
constantly  rising  in  the  United  States;  and  the 
great,  felt,  pressing  want  has  been  ample  endow¬ 
ments,  to  secure  to  Female  Seminaries  the  elevated 
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character,  tlie  stability  and  permanency  of  our  best 
Colleges. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  influenced  by  these  and  sim¬ 
ilar  considerations,  after  devoting  my  best  powers  to 
the  study  of  the  subject  for  a  number  of  years  past ; 
after  duly  weighing  the  objections  against  it  and  the 
arguments  that  preponderate  in  its  favor ;  and  the 
project  having  received  the  warmest  commendations 
of  many  prominent  literary  men  and  practical  educa¬ 
tors,  as  well  as  the  universal  approval  of  the  public 
press,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  estab¬ 
lishment  and  endowment  of  a  College  for  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  young  women,  is  a  work  which  will  satisfy 
my  highest  aspirations,  and  will  be,  under  God,  a 
rich  blessing  to  this  city  and  State,  to  our  country 
and  the  world. 

It  is  my  hope  to  be  the  instrument,  in  the  hands 
of  Providence,  of  founding  and  perpetuating  an  In¬ 
stitution  which  shall  accomplish  for  young  women, 
what  our  colleges  are  accomplishing  for  young 
men. 

In  pursuance  of  this  design,  I  have  obtained  from 
the  Legislature  an  act  of  incorporation,  conferring  on 
the  proposed  Seminary  the  corporate  title  of  “  Vassal’ 
Female  College,”  and  naming  you,  gentlemen,  as  the 
first  Trustees.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  charter 
you  are  invested  with  ail  the  powers,  privileges,  and 
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immunities  whicli  appertain  to  any  College  or  Uni¬ 
versity  in  tliis  State. 

To  be  somewhat  more  specific  in  the  statement  of 
my  views  as  to  the  character  and  aims  of  the  College : 

I  wish  that  the  Course  of  Study  should  embrace, 
at  least,  the  following  particulars :  The  English 
Language  and  its  Literature ;  other  Modern  Lan- 
guages;  the  Ancient  Classics,  so  far  as  may  be  de¬ 
manded  by  the  spirit  of  the  times ;  the  Mathemat¬ 
ics,  to  such  an  extent  as  may  be  deemed  advisable ; 
all  the  branches  of  Natural  Science,  with  full  appara¬ 
tus,  cabinets,  collections,  and  conservatories  for  visi¬ 
ble  illustration;  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Hygiene, 
with  practical  reference  to  the  laws  of  the  health  of 
the  sex ;  Intellectual  Philosophy ;  the  elements  of 
Political  Economy;  some  knowledge  of  the  Federal 
and  State  Constitutions  and  Laws ;  Moral  Science, 
particularly  as  bearing  on  the  filial,  conjugal,  and 
parental  relations ;  /Esthetics,  as  treating  of  the 
beautiful  in  Nature  and  Art,  and  to  be  illustrated 
by  an  extensive  Gallery  of  Art ;  Domestic  Economy, 
practically  taught,  so  far  as  is  possible,  in  order  to 
prepare  the  graduates  readily  to  become  skillful 
housekeepers ;  last,  and  most  important  of  all,  the 
daily,  systematic  Reading  and  Study  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  as  the  only  and  all-sufficient  Rule  of 
Christian  faith  and  practice. 
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All  sectarian  influences  sliould  be  carefully  ex¬ 
cluded  ;  but  tlie  training  of  our  students  should 
never  be  intrusted  to  the  skeptical,  the  irreligious, 
or  the  immoral. 

In  forming;  the  first  Board  of  Trustees,  I  have 
selected  representatives  from  the  principal  Christian 
denominations  among  us;  and  in  filling  the  vacan¬ 
cies  which  may  occur  in  this  body,  as  also  in  ap¬ 
pointing  the  Professors,  Teachers,  and  other  Officers 
of  the  College,  I  trust  a  like  catholic  spirit  will  al¬ 
ways  govern  the  Trustees, 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  make  Vassae  Female  Col¬ 
lege  a  charity  school,  whose  advantages  shall  be 
free  to  all  without  charge ;  for  benefits  so  cheaply 
obtained  are  cheaply  held;  but  it  is  believed  the 
funds  of  the  Institution  will  enable  it  to  offer  to  all 
the  highest  educational  facilities  at  a  moderate  ex¬ 
pense,  as  compared  with  the  cost  of  instruction  in 
existing  seminaries.  I  earnestly  hope  the  funds  will 
also  prove  sufficient  to  warrant  the  gratuitous  ad¬ 
mission  of  a  considerable  number  of  indigent  stu- 
dents,  annually — at  least,  by  regarding  the  amount 
remitted,  in  most  cases,  as  a  loan,  to  be  subsequently 
repaid  from  the  avails  of  teaching,  or  otherwise. 
Preference  should  Vie  given  to  beneficiaries  of  decid¬ 
ed  promise — such  as  are  likely  to  distinguish  them¬ 
selves  in  some  particular  department  or  pursuit — 
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and,  especially,  to  those  who  propose  to  engage  in 
tlie  teaching  of  the  young  as  a  profession. 

I  desire  that  the  college  may  he  provided  with 
commodious  buildings,  containing  ample  apartments 
for  public  instruction,  and  at  the  same  time  afford¬ 
ing  to  the  inmates  the  safety,  quiet,  privacy,  and  pu¬ 
rity  of  the  family. 

And  now,  gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  1 
transfer  to  your  possession  and  ownership,  the  real 
and  personal  property  which  I  have  set  apart  for  the 
accomplishment  of  my  designs.  I  beg  permission 
to  add  a  brief  and  general  expression  of  my  views 
in  regard  to  the  most  judicious  use  and  management 
of  the  funds. 

After  the  College  edifice  has  been  erected,  and 
furnished  with  all  needful  aids  and  appliances  for 
imparting  the  most  perfect  education  of  body,  mind, 
and  heart,  it  is  my  judgment  and  wish  that  the 
amount  remaining  in  hand  should  be  safely  invested 
— to  serve  as  a  principal,  only  the  annual  income 
of  which  should  be  expended  in  the  preservation  of 
the  buildings  and  grounds ;  the  support  of  the  fac¬ 
ulty  ;  the  replenishing  and  enlarging  of  the  library, 
cabinet,  art  gallery,  Ac.,  and  in  adding  to  the  capi¬ 
tal  stock ;  so  that  the  College,  instead  of  being  im¬ 
poverished,  and  tending  to  decay  from  year  to  year, 
shall  always  contain  within  itself  the  elements  of 
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growth  and  expansion,  of  increasing  power,  prosper¬ 
ity,  and  usefulness. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  this  enterprise,  which  I 
regard  as  the  last  great  work  of  my  life,  1  commit 
to  you  as  a  sacred  trust,  which  I  feel  assured  you 
will  discharge  with  fidelity  and  uprightness,  with 
wisdom  and  prudence,  with  ability  and  energy. 

It  is  my  fervent  desire  that  I  may  live  to  see  the 
Institution  in  successful  operation ;  and  if  God  shall 
give  me  life  and  strength,  I  shall  gladly  employ  my 
best  faculties  in  co-operating  with  you  to  secure  the 
full  and  perfect  consummation  of  the  work  before  us. 

M.  YASSAR. 

Poughkeepsie,  February  26,  1861. 


DR.  HAGUE’S  ADDRESS. 


Ix  offering  these  resolutions  to  the  acceptance  of 
this  Board  of  Trustees,  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to 
say  a  few  words,  expressive  of  my  convictions  as  to 
the  nature,  the  dignity,  and  the  scope  of  the  great 
trust  that  is  now  committed  to  our  hands. 

The  statements  that  have  just  been  read  by  Mr. 
Vassal:,  unfolding  his  cherished  aims  in  relation  to 
the  establishment  of  a  Female  College  in  this  city, 
the  munificence  of  his  provisions,  and  the  breadth  of 
his  plan,  signalize  an  important  step  of  progress  in 
the  advancement  of  intellectual  culture  throughout 
this  country.  It  is  adapted  to  call  forth  the  sympa¬ 
thetic  regards  of  the  whole  people  in  this  sisterhood 
of  States ;  for  if  there  be  any  one  feature  that  par¬ 
ticularly  distinguishes  our  American  civilization  in 
the  view  of  the  world,  it  is  the  influence  of  cultivated 
womanhood  in  the  formation  and  development  of 
American  character. 
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Die  power  of  tliis  influence  lias  "been  recognized 
by  all  careful  observers  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

It  has  attracted  the  attention  of  tourists,  philoso¬ 
phers,  historians,  and  writers  of  every  class.  The 
most  truthful,  touching,  and  sincere  eulogium  that 
was  ever  uttered  by  an  English  author,  as  a  tribute 
of  honor  to  this  country,  came  from  the  pen  of  an 
eminent  prelate,  Bishop  Wilson,  (the  successor  of 
the  celebrated  Heber  at  Calcutta,)  when  he  declared 
that  the  American  women,  the  wives  of  missionaries, 
whom  he  had  had  occasion  to  observe  in  Asia  for  a 
course  of  years,  realized  his  best  conceptions  of  culti¬ 
vated  Christian  womanhood,  of  gentleness  and  re¬ 
finement  of  manners,  combined  with  the  highest 
qualities  of  heroic  excellence. 

This  spontaneous  tribute  to  the  character  of  Amer¬ 
ican  iv omen  in  our  own  age  is  in  happy  keeping  with 
the  most  trusted  testimonies  of  the  past,  in  regard  to 
the  influence  of  that  array  of  noble-minded  women 
who  had  a  conspicuous  part  to  act  in  the  training  of 
this  nation  during  the  stormy  days  of  its  infancy, 
and  thus,  in  shaping  our  national  destiny:  a  mighty 
moral  force,  that  was  pithily  expressed  by  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  French  army  at  the  close  of  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  war,  when,  as  Mr.  Custis  says,  at  a  farewell 
entertainment  given  to  them  in  Virginia,  after  hav¬ 
ing  paid  their  respects  to  the  mother  of  Washington, 
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lie  exclaimed  as  she  retired  from  the  assembly-room, 
leanino-  on  the  arm  of  her  son:  “No  wonder  that 

O 

America  has  had  such  a  leader,  since  he  has  had  such 
a  mother !” 

Those  were  times,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  subjected 
womanly  character  to  the  most  searching  ordeals, 
and  developed  all  its  latent  energies.  The  men  who 
were  engrossed  by  the  demands  of  public  affairs 
were  obliged  to  leave  the  education  of  their  sons 

O 

almost  entirely  to  the  mother  at  home.  A  tine  ex¬ 
emplification  of  this  is  furnished  in  the  letters  of 
President  Adams  to  his  wife  in  regard  to  their  do¬ 
mestic  concerns,  and  especially  the  education  of  their 
son,  John  Quincy  Adams,  whose  name  now  shines 
as  a  brilliant  star  in  the  firmament  of  American  his¬ 
tory.  The  letters  of  Mrs.  Adams  to  her  son  prove 
her  high  qualifications  for  the  discharge  of  her  sacred 
trust ;  and  the  long,  arduous  life-work  of  that  emi¬ 
nent  man  is  to  be  regarded,  in  part,  as  her  own  cher¬ 
ished  legacy  to  the  land  that  she  loved,  and  to  the 
generation  which  is  now  in  the  prime  of  its  manly 
power,  as  well  as  to  that  which  has  already  passed 
away. 

And  here  I  am  naturally  led  to  remark  that  the 
sentiment  which  has  just  now  been  expressed  in  the 
written  statement  that  Mr.  Vassar  has  presented  to 
us,  is  fully  verified  by  all  the  teachings  of  our  na- 
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tional  liistory .  He  speaks  of  tlie  necessity  of  pro¬ 
viding  such  an  education  for  the  females  of  this 
country  as  shall  he  adequate  to  give  them  a  position 
of  intellectual  equality  with  men,  in  domestic  and 
social  life.  The  thought  looms  up  with  new  aspects 
of  dignity  the  more  closely  it  is  considered.  In  old¬ 
en  times,  this  equality  was  a  marked  feature  of 
American  life,  manners,  and  habits.  The  wife  was 
not  merely  the  superintendent  of  a  household:  she 
was  the  honored  friend,  companion,  and  counsellor. 
In  the  settlement  of  these  colonies,  more  than  two 
centuries  ago,  she  was  the  sharer  not  only  of  domes¬ 
tic  joys  and  sorrows,  but  of  all  the  cares  pertaining 
to  the  establishment  of  the  church,  the  state,  and  the 
nation.  Then  the  sons  and  daughters  of  America 
were  educated  together,  and  their  attainments  were 
so  nearly  alike  as  to  constitute  a  social  equipoise, 
that  for  a  long  period  continued  firm  and  undis¬ 
turbed.  But  of  late  years,  the  wealth  and  energies 
of  the  people  have  been  lavished  upon  colleges  and 
universities  for  young  men,  to  such  an  extent  in  this 
one  line  of  direction,  that  the  balance  is  no  longer 
even,  and  the  former  adjustment  of  the  social  forces 
has  become  somewhat  deranged.  This  derangement 
must  be  remedied,  the  balance  must  be  restored 
or  our  national  character  cannot  hold  its  place  of 
eminence,  but  must  gravitate  towards  an  abyss.  If 
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the  time  shall  come  when  the  educated  young  men 
of  America  shall  cease  to  look  up  to  their  mothers 
with  the  sentiments  of  respect  that  were  cherished 
by  our  fathers  in  their  young  days,  if  our  sons  shall 
cease  to  find  in  their  sisters  companions  suited  to 
their  mental  needs,  home-life  must  lose  its  former 
attractions,  the  moral  atmosphere  that  has  surround¬ 
ed  the  household  will  be  no  longer  genial,  and  the 
most  fearful  organic  evils  that  have  been  inherent 
in  the  social  structure  of  many  nations  in  the  Old 
World,  will  be  reproduced  on  our  soil  in  rank  luxu¬ 
riance,  and  with  consequences  that  enfold  a  vast  and 
irremediable  ruin. 

It  was  not  without  good  reason  that  a  distin¬ 
guished  American  traveller  in  Turkey  said,  that  he 
despaired  of  any  valid  reformation  of  that  once 
strong  but  now  decaying  nation,  until  woman  should 
be  restored  to  that  position  of  social  equality  that 
God  had  originally  assigned  to  her ;  and  it  was  with 
equal  reason  that  a  French  statesman  declared  many 
years  ago,  that  “the  chief  want  of  France  is  moth¬ 
ers  !”  So,  too,  we  may  rest  assured  that  the  great 
work  to  which  American  patriotism  is  now  called  to 
task  itself,  is  that  of  sustaining  and  extending  the 
influence  of  a  well-cultivated  Christian  womanhood 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  these  United 
States,  which  wre  all  love  to  call  “  our  country,”  and 
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whose  citizenship  has  so  long  been  the  shield,  of  our 
safety,  honor,  and  prosperity. 

With  these  views,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  submit  the 
resolutions  now  before  you. 


